
 

 

Fernando Cristo 
Minister of the Interior 
Bogota, Colombia  
 
March 20, 2017 

Dear Minister Cristo, 

We greatly appreciate your taking the time to meet with NGOs during this very busy week 
of the Inter-American Hearings on Human Rights. We would like to congratulate you and 
the Santos Administration for the final peace accord with the FARC. We strongly believe 
that this is the proper path for Colombia to take. Please accept our willingness to assist, 
however, possible for international support for the implementation of this process and 
working to guarantee its success. We are also monitoring the ELN peace process and 
extend our invitation to help support that effort as well.  

WOLA has working relationships with a large and diverse number of civil society actors. 
One of Colombia’s greatest strengths is the essential brave work done by social activists, 
defenders, Afro-Colombian and indigenous representatives, women leaders, IDPs, experts, 
trade unionists, academics and others. Given our recent travel to Colombia with 
Representative Hank Johnson of Georgia last week, we would like to raise several different 
issues and cases with you. The concerns and recommendations made in this letter are 
intended to help Colombia move forward in overcoming what we know are very complex 
situations. 

Security and Dismantling of Illegal Armed Groups 

We are extremely concerned about the rise in killings and attacks of social leaders, human 
rights defenders and Afro-Colombian and indigenous representatives. We recently wrote 
commentary on this issue that contains multiple recommendations and have issued various 
urgent actions in 2016 and 2017 (see attached). WOLA participated in the Colombian 
Mission to the OAS’s recent roundtable on this topic. We are willing to continuing 
dialoguing in that space and others that can contribute to addressing this serious situation.  

While we understand that for various reasons properly defining the problem is important, 
the life and death nature of this problem obliges that Colombian authorities act as soon as 
possible. It requires addressing three areas at once: 1) dismantlement of paramilitaries 
and/or illegal armed groups, 2) bringing perpetrators of violence and members of these 
networks (as well as those who collude with them) to justice, combating impunity in 
attacks against civil society while guaranteeing  effective protection measures for those 
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who need them. In this vein, we reiterate the recent call made by CEEUU, CODHES and 
MOVICE on advancing with the second UN verification mission and elements that should be 
considered (see attached).     

In the panoply of items that Colombia is working on to operationalize and implement the 
ambitious accord signed with the FARC, we urge that priority is given to the commitments 
of the peace accord relating to dismantling of illegal armed groups, protection of activists 
and the political opposition, and, advancing with the special jurisdiction for peace. A strong 
and effective National Security Commission can greatly assist in addressing the problems 
faced with illegal armed groups. We highly recommend getting this off the ground quickly 
and having it begin to look at steps that can be taken in Choco, Cauca and Valle del Cauca 
(both rural and urban areas). The conformation of the Special Unit for Dismantling 
Criminal Structures and successor paramilitary groups (article 74) is key.  In terms of the 
later, it may be of use to interact with the CICIG in Guatemala to apply lessons learned from 
that country.  

It is essential that when it comes to ethnic minorities the principles of the Ethnic Chapter 
are followed.  With all of these commitments it is important to guarantee the inclusion of 
women and gender issues in these processes. It is key that Afro-Colombian and indigenous 
women’s organizations have a leading role in implementation given that the response to 
such women requires a differentiated approach.   

Afro-Colombian and Indigenous Communities 

Inclusion of ethnic groups in the peace process and the resulting Ethnic Chapter should be 
celebrated. These are steps forward. However, they are the first steps now the 
commitments must be operationalized and implemented. We are concerned that the fast-
track process is advancing and that the High Level Ethnic Commission is just being set up. 
We understand that since February that the Ethnic Commission filed a legal petition that 
the drafts of laws going through this mechanism are shared with them and that previous 
consultation with the correct representatives concerned take place. While there is some 
movement with indigenous groups that have yet to be fulfilled there has been no 
participation of Afro-Colombian organizations. As such, we would like to know what the 
government’s plan is when it comes to defining the protocol, way forward, timeline and 
activities with Afro descendant organizations. Will the various draft laws be consulted with 
ethnic groups? In terms of indigenous groups, is there an arrangement for how to move 
forward with the Mesa Concertation de Participacion to advance on the previous 
consultation mechanism?  

While we understand the government’s willingness to push this process forward as quickly 
as possible, the design of the previous consultation mechanism must be done correctly. 
Otherwise, there will be legal demands after the facts that will inevitable stop efforts from 
moving forward.  This has been the case with the land and victims’ law and 
Afrocolombians, a major obstacle that should not be repeated.  Our partners recommend 
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that the previous consultation process is done via decree or protocol. In the past, the 
consultation space has been highly problematic and riddled with corruption. As such, much 
money was wasted and we see little result in the communities. This is an opportunity to 
correct that and do things properly. We urge you to seek international assistance from the 
ILO, UN or others on how to devise a consultation mechanism that is transparent with 
representatives who are accountable to their communities.  

Guaranteeing Victims’ Participation and Non-repetition  

Given that Colombia has stated victims are at the center of the accord, then we expect them 
and their rights to respected throughout the fast-track process. In particular, it is important 
that IDPs are prioritized in the agrarian development effort. They require political and 
financial guarantees to be able to actively engage in the Special Jurisdiction for Peace and 
the Truth Commission processes.    

As such the entire accord should be implemented from the perspective of respecting 
human rights, strengthening those rights and adopting steps that guarantee the non-
repetition of abuses. Victims and defenders’ right to live and freedom to do their work 
without harm are required to both implement the FARC accord and participation in the 
ELN talks in Quito. Colombia needs to take steps towards not only dismantling 
paramilitarism/illegal criminal groups and strengthening its independent judiciary but also 
reforming its military and police doctrines so they operate within a post-conflict 
environment.  

In terms of non-repetition, there is concern regarding the removal of article 28 of the chain 
of command and particular personas that have used paramilitarism from infractions that 
the Special Jurisdiction for Peace will allow. Lastly, the national government should work to 
promote a political pact where the parties and social organizations commit to not using 
weapons to advance politics and resolve conflicts.   

In closing, we have comments/questions/recommendations concerning specific cases: 

Bojaya Massacre Victims- we ask that you immediately act to advance the commitments 
made within the collective reparations plan that these victims determined with the Victims 
Unit.  Also we ask that you appoint a Director for the Choco Territory of this Unit. The 
security situation in this region and specifically for the victims’ leaders is very bad. What 
measures are you taking to guarantee their safety? Is there a concrete plan in place to make 
sure they are not harmed or become internally displaced? 

Buenaventura—we remain concerned about the security situation and respect for the 
rights of the Afro-Colombian communities situated in the Bajamar area of Buenaventura 
city. According to ruling T550 the Mayor must prove that displacements from these 
territories are done due to mitigate hazards. However, large condominiums are being built 
in that “high risk” area. The local Afro-Colombians have not had their rights to be 
previously consulted on the resettlement process not the plans to expand the TCBUEN 
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project. The later project will be implemented in two phases including five development 
projects. The new “sweet water” port has led to the privatization of the estuary thus cutting 
off these communities ability to fishing. The environmental impact of the excavation done 
to the bay is also generating scarcities in marine life and contaminating the sea.  The latter 
is cutting off these communities water supply and their ability to sustain themselves.  

In terms of labor rights, in 2010 the Port Workers Union began conversations with the 
government to overcome Third party contracting. Seven years later these commitments 
have yet to advance. 95% of the port workers in Buenaventura are afro descendant, a 
group requiring particular attention for the gravity of the labor rights violations they face. 
The lack of interest in national authorities to resolve this problem appears to be tied to 
racial discrimination. There is a lack of labor inspectors in Buenaventura. It was the only 
place where they did not increase labor inspectors after the passage of the Labor Action 
Plan. Yet there is a great need to address the lack of justice for fired, maimed and disabled 
workers, as well as, lack of guarantees of adequate salaries and social services.  We kindly 
ask that you follow up with the Ministry of Labor and the companies on this situation. 
Given that this port is the most important one for US-Colombian exports and imports, the 
US Colombia Labor Action Plan and CAPREE we would like to know what steps are being 
taken to adequately guarantee these communities’ rights.   
 
Black Women’s Mobilization of Northern Cauca—the government made multiples 
commitments with the leaders of this effort for which we serve as international guarantors.  
We would like to know their status.  

Wayuu community—last week we hosted a delegation that included Wayuu authorities. We 
are shocked by how bad this situation has gotten (7,000 Wayuu have died including 10 
leaders in the past 8 years) and that Wayuu children continue to die of malnutrition. We 
would like you to intervene to guarantee that the precautionary measures recommended 
by the OAS’s ICHR are implemented. Also, that you take immediate action to guarantee that 
the leadership of the Association of Wayuu Shipia and their family members are protected.  

Curvaradó, Jiguamiandó and CAVIDA communities—we ask that you grant the Inter-
Ecclesial Commission for Justice and Peace and CONPAZ a meeting as soon as you can to 
discuss the PDTs.  

Once again thank you for this opportunity and we look forward to continuing to dialogue 
on these matters. 

Sincerely, 
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15 Feb 2017 | Commentary  

The Activists Key to Consolidating 
Colombia’s Peace Are Facing Increased 
Attacks 
by Gimena Sánchez-Garzoli and Sonia Londoño  

AP Photo/Fernando Vergara 

With the end of 52 years of conflict between the Colombian government and armed rebels, civil 
society activists are playing a key role in constructing a lasting peace and democracy in 
Colombia. Sadly, the human rights defenders, trade unionists, Afro-Colombian, indigenous and 
other community leaders conducting this vital effort are under threat. Since the signing of the 
peace accord between the Colombian government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) and the start of its implementation, attacks against civil society activists have 
increased at an alarming rate. While the FARC accord has significantly reduced overall violence 
in the country, the demobilization of these fighters has created vacuums throughout the country, 
which are in turn being occupied by paramilitary successor organizations that are making their 
presence known through selective killings and death threats. 

If implemented accordingly, the peace accord is has potential to further a number of promising 
social reforms. Among other things it is designed to lead to rural land reform, guarantee political 
participation for historically-excluded political sectors, facilitate the reincorporation of FARC 
guerrillas into civilian life, deepen consultation with marginalized ethnic groups, provide 
alternatives to rural farmers who grow coca, and fulfill the rights of truth, justice and reparations 
for millions of victims. But these goals necessarily clash with certain interests, and the possibility 
of achieving them is leading to illegal armed groups’ attacks against activists. Worst affected are 
members of newer political movements like the Marcha Patriotica, ethnic minority activists and 
community organizers in rural areas. The Colombian government must prevent further harm 
from taking place to these activists. Perpetrators of these acts should be prosecuted and brought 
to justice immediately. If these attacks continue, the peace accord with the FARC and nascent 
peace talks with the National Liberation Army will be seriously undermined. Ultimately, the 
success or failure of a lasting peace in the country will depend on the government’s ability to 
ensure justice for these crimes. 

The Statistics Alone are Sobering, But the Story is Deeper 

Unfortunately, the news on the ground has been bleak: a number of Colombian organizations 
report that since September 2016, the security situation faced by civil society activists has been 
rapidly decreasing. While the numbers differ depending on multiple definitions of human rights 
defenders, activists and community leaders, what is certain is that all reports point to the problem 
getting worse. Somos Defensores reports that from January to December of 2016, 80 social 



2	
	

leaders were killed. The majority of these murders took place in Cauca Department. INDEPAZ, 
on the other hand, reports that during that same period, 117 social leaders and human rights 
defenders were killed. They also add that in Valle del Cauca (5), Cauca (43), and Nariño (9) 
departments, a combined total of 57 activists were killed (two thirds of the total). The UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights’ office, meanwhile stated that since the November 24, 2016 
signing of the accord, 13 of the 53 killings of civil society figures recorded by that office in all of 
2016 took place. 

The trend has not gone entirely unnoticed. On November 2, the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights (IACHR) issued a statement of concern regarding the killings of human rights 
defenders in Colombia in 2016. The Commission found that while the numbers of death threats 
and intimidation faced by human rights defenders are down from 2015, the number of actual 
killings is up. It also urges Colombia to include in its investigations the premise that these 
individuals were murdered due to their work defending human rights. On February 7 the IACHR 
condemned the killing of another 7 people in 2017. It is particularly concerning that five of the 
seventeen killed were ethnic minorities, including two women. 

The impact of murders, attempted murders, threats and aggression against activists has a 
disproportionate impact on indigenous and Afro-descendant peoples. This disproportionate 
impact is true numerically speaking–one source states that 30 percent of those civil society 
activists killed are ethnic minorities—as well as sociologically. Such killings cause disastrous 
effects on ethnic minorities’ collective, organizational processes and their ability to work 
together to advocate for their land, ethnic and cultural rights. . 

In addition to the threats faced by community leaders, we also see illegal armed groups targeting 
ethnic leaders’ extended family members. Given this, it is necessary that a differentiated 
approach is taking when creating prevention and protective measures for these leaders and their 
communities. Constitutional Court Orders 004, 005 and 092 on Afro-Colombian, Indigenous and 
Women IDPs contain useful information on how to prevent the displacement of key 
communities. In many circumstances collective protective measures are required rather than 
individual ones. With U.S. Embassy support the Association for Internally Displaced Afro-
Colombians (AFRODES) worked to help develop collective measures for Afro-Colombian 
leaders and displaced communities at risk in urban and rural environments. However, Colombian 
authorities never followed through with implementing what was required. Access to justice for 
these communities is often more challenging, so it is the clear responsibility of the government to 
break down the barriers that exist for ethnic groups’ entry into the judicial system. 

When it comes to the exact number of killings and attacks against Afro-descendant and 
indigenous leaders and communities, there are, generally speaking, no comprehensive statistics 
available. The reasons for this are many: institutional racism, underreporting by ethnic minorities 
due to fear of reprisals, corruption of local officials and the complex geographical dynamics 
found in the rural and urban areas they live in. Given this, it is likely that the problem is worse–
and less addressed–than what is actually reported. When looking at the Somos Defensores figure 
of 80 leaders killed in 2016, it is noteworthy that 22 of those killed or, 27 percent of the total, 
were ethnic minorities (15 indigenous and 7 Afro-Colombians). 
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Recent Cases of Concern to U.S. Policymakers 

WOLA issues periodic action alerts about threats and attacks against civil society. While all 
cases are of concern, there some are of particular interest to U.S. policymakers. In January, three 
members of the Communities Constructing Peace in the Territories (CONPAZ) were killed: 
Afro-Colombian Emilsen Manyoma Mosquera and her husband Joe Javier Rodallega from Valle 
del Cauca Department, and Wiwa indigenous leader Yoryanis Isabel Bernal Varela of Cesar 
Department. Ms. Bernal Varela was an outspoken leader for the rights of indigenous Wiwa, 
Kogui and Arhuaco women. She was disappeared and fifteen days later found dead with a bullet 
in her head. Ms. Mosquera was a tireless advocate for the rights of youth in the Community 
Council of Bajo Calima. She and her partner were killed in Buenaventura. Meanwhile, the Inter-
Ecclesial Commission for Justice in Peace that legally represents CONPAZ suffered security 
incidents. Also in January, Marino Cordoba of the AFRODES and the Ethnic Commission 
suffered the murder of two of his relatives at the hands of Gaitanista paramilitaries in Chocó. 
This came just a few months after his son was killed by these same men in October 2016. 
AFRODES leaders continue to face security challenges throughout the country. 

The Indigenous Association of Northern Cauca (ACIN), the Wayuu territorial authorities, and 
the Afro-Colombian Community Councils of Northern Cauca (ACONC) continued to face 
assassination attempts, attacks and death threats. The ACIN and ACONC are engaged in 
defending their ancestral lands from illegal mining, environmental damage and the encroachment 
of illegal armed groups. After the many publicized deaths of indigenous children due to 
malnutrition, dehydration and the humanitarian crisis in their region, Wayuu authorities 
advocated for cleaning up corruption and mismanagement of funds by Colombia’s Child Welfare 
Agency (ICBF). They have also denounced the environmental damage caused by the Cerrejon 
coal mine. The latter has resulted in stigmatization of Wayuu communities in the press and death 
threats. Particularly worrisome is the deteriorating security situation faced by members of the 
San Jose de Apartadó Peace Community in Antioquia, and Operation Genesis victims in 
Cacarica, Chocó, who have denounced paramilitary activity in their regions. 

Relevant Mechanisms in the Accords and Steps Forward 

The peace accord with the FARC signed on November 24 includes mechanisms that guarantee 
the physical protection for human rights defenders and guarantees for them to do their work. In 
the political participation (point 2 of the accords) it stipulates that adequate normative and 
institutional prevention, protection, evaluation and monitoring of will take place to guarantee the 
security for leaders and organizations of social movements and human rights organizations. The 
accord states that “security guarantees are a necessary condition for consolidating the 
construction of peace and coexistence.” It also highlights the importance of civil society activists 
in the implementation of the plans and programs set forth by the accord. 

The third point of the accords, the end of the conflict section, includes an agreement “to 
guarantee security by fighting criminal and other organizations responsible for homicides and 
massacres that target defenders, social and political movements, or who threaten persons who 
participate in the implementation of the accords and construction of peace.” This includes actions 
against “organizations referred to as successor paramilitary organizations and their support 
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networks.” This point then proceeds to include the agreement that several mechanisms will be 
developed to address this problem. These include a National Commission to Guarantee the 
Dismantlement of Criminal Organizations, which would be responsible for attacks against 
defenders, social and political movements that include paramilitary successor groups. It calls for 
the creation of a Special Investigation Unit to dismantle these criminal organizations and their 
networks, the integration of an Elite Corps within the National Police and an integral security 
system for policy development. Lastly, it sets forth basic guarantees for prosecutors, judges and 
other public servants involved in this fight. 

The press coverage reveals that in his conversation with President Juan Manuel Santos, President 
Donald Trump indicated that he would personally see to it that Colombia receives the assistance 
package needed to consolidate peace, which will first require approval from the U.S. Congress. 
Such an indication of support for Colombia’s peace is a positive first step. We would also 
encourage policymakers to prioritize operationalizing the commitments found in the accord 
pertaining to protecting human rights defenders, community leaders and political parties, and 
dismantling paramilitary successor groups. 
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Dear All,  

Today we write you to ask that you intervene in the following human rights situations: 

Churches Report Declining Security Situation in Córdoba and Urabá 

On February 2, the Pilgrim Church in Córdoba and Urabá reported that in their region murders of human 
rights defenders, social leaders, and land claimants are on the rise. They find the paramilitary presence 
to be more evident and that these men are filling the vacuum left behind by the FARC guerillas. Ituango 
municipality is coping with an increase in extortion racquets and displacement as a result. 

 Community Leaders Target in Antioquia 

On February 10, the Briceño Campesino Association (ASCABRI) reported that one of their members, 
Dierman Mazo Olguín, was attacked while in a soccer field in the Chiri community. Three armed men 
fired at and hit Mr. Olguín with two bullets before he could seek cover. Afterwards, these men inquired 
with locals about the whereabouts of social leaders. The Rural Farmers Association of Toledo-Northern 
Antioquia (ASCAT-NA) reports that these men then went to Briceño with a death list in tow that included 
Milton Mazo, Camilo Aguiar, and Nelson Holguin. These events follow the murder of Herminia Olarte 
Piedrahita on January 28 in Yarumal municipality. Briceño is currently participating in a government pilot 
program for voluntary crop substitution that forms part of the FARC peace process. 

Community Leader Targeted for Murder (Cauca) 

The Afro-Colombian Association of Northern Cauca Community Councils (ACONC) reported that on 
February 4 Andrés Felipe Possu, a defender and community leader, became the target of armed men. 
He shot at multiple times as he was nearing his home. Several ACONC organizers, including Mr. Possu, 
have received repeated death threats from the Black Eagles paramilitary group.  

SINALTRAINAL Trade Unionists Attacked (Cesar) 

On February 9, SINALTRAINAL reported that their Cesar chapter president, Alfonso Emilio Barón 
Sánchez, was ambushed by four armed men in motorcycles. During this incident which took place at his 
residence, one of these men fired a gun at Mr. Sánchez. Luckily, he was able to seek cover and evade the 
bullets.  

Black Eagles Threaten to Eliminate Groups Who Support Peace (Cauca) 

On February 12, the Black Eagles paramilitary group distributed pamphlet death threats alerting social 
leaders and their families that they will be killed. The pamphlets target the most vocal civil society 
organizations in Cauca. The list includes the Association of Indigenous Cabildos in Northern Cauca 
(ACIN), the Afro-Colombian Community Councils of Cauca (COCOCAUCA), the Ruta Pacífica de las 
Mujeres, the Patriotic March and University of Cauca professors, among others. The paramilitaries are 
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threatening to eliminate all the Caucan human rights defenders and social leaders who support the 
peace process.  

Threats against Land Rights Claimants (Magdalena) 

On February 9, the Security and Protection Bureau for Land Claimants in Magdalena stated that 
community leaders, victims’ representatives, and land claimants were experiencing systematic attacks 
and harassment. In January, the Magdalena ombudsman received a series of threats against victims’ 
advocates. These threats warned these leaders that if they participate in the next elections they will be 
killed. This group is particularly concerned about the “Gulf Clan” paramilitaries who appear to be 
rearming.  They note that paramilitary leader José Gregorio Mangones Lugo is soon to be released from 
prison.  

Intimidation of Human Rights Defenders (Cundinamarca) 

The Standing Committee for the Defense of Human Rights (CPDH) expressed concern for the safety of 
their Executive Secretary, Erika Gómez, and Danilo Rueda, co-director of the Inter-Ecclesial Commission 
for Justice and Peace (Justicia y Paz). An unknown woman was spotted actively listening to these two 
defenders’ conversation about a victim’s rights case. This woman then tried to follow the defenders into 
their meeting but was stopped by Mr. Rueda’s bodyguards. Immediately after the meeting, Ms. Gómez 
was followed by a suspicious individual while she drove home. 

Problematic Security Situation in the San José de Apartadó Peace Community (Antioquia) 

On February 2, the Peace Community San José de Apartadó stated that paramilitaries entered the home 
of community member Diana Guisao Hernández in Mulatos municipality. They detained Ms. Hernandez 
in her home for two days and threatened to kill her if she reported the incident. The army entered Ms. 
Hernández’s home on February 4 and apprehended one of these men. Despite this action, paramilitaries 
have not ceased their operations in this area.  On February 5,  the military detained and threatened to 
arrest German Graciano Posso, the community’s legal representative.  

Paramilitary Threaten Locals in Gabarra District (Northern Santander) 

On February 10, fifteen armed men in camouflage known to form part of a paramilitary group 
threatened and intimidated rural farmers in Gabarra District. This is concerning because prior threats 
from this group have led to prior displacements in this area.  

Land Rights Claimant Receives Death Threats (Chocó) 

On February 7, Yomaira Mendoza of the Curvaradó community received menacing phone calls and text 
death threats. This was after she participated in an activity related to the peace accord between the 
government and the FARC in the Cano Manso Humanitarian Zone. The perpetrators were questioning 
her as to why she had returned to the area. Ms. Mendoza received multiple death threats that forced 
her out of the area. This is highly problematic because it follows the December incident reported by 
Justicia y Paz, whereby, some 600 paramilitaries stated to locals in Curvaradó that they plan to secure 
land for their “bosses” and that to do so they would remove Justicia y Paz and the Patriotic March.” By 
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“bosses” these men are supposedly referring to paramilitaries who are in jail that will be released in the 
near future.   

Labor Activist Receives Death Threat (Magdalena) 

On February 10, Anibal Perez Parra, President of the Association of Drummond Port Sick Workers 
received a death threat. The threat which consisted of a collage of cut out letters pasted on a sheet of 
paper, repeated states “SOB” and we are going to kill you for informing on us.  

NGO Denounces Paramilitary Activity in Indigenous Reserves (Cauca and Valle del Cauca) 

On February 14, the Justice and Dignity Corporation publicly urged President Juan Manuel Santos to 
guarantee the safety and security of Wounaan indigenous communities residing along the Calima and 
San Juan rivers. The group documented over eight security incidents involving the AGC paramilitaries 
and members of these communities in the past two months. These incidents have confined and 
displaced members of these indigenous communities. On February 5, paramilitaries detained Jose Cley 
Chamapuro of the Santa Rosa de Guayagan reserve for seven hours. During this detention he was 
beaten and threatened to death. This paramilitary activity is taking place despite the presence of various 
units of the armed forces operate in the area.  

Rural Farmers Caught in Crossfire (Antioquia) 

On January 10, the Agro-ecological Mining Association of Guamoco (AHERAMIGUA) reported that two 
armed men posing as coca customers entered the home of Tony Agudelo Rodríguez (Bagre 
municipality). Six army soldiers proceeded to fire indiscriminately at this residence. In return one of the 
alleged buyers fired back. One of his bullets hit Manuel Calderón Pacheco, a rural farmer from the area.  

Rural Workers Report Forced Eradication by Armed Forces (Antioquia) 

On February 6, the United Campesino Rio Nechí Association denounced violations related to forced coca 
eradication efforts in Cáceres and Tarazá municipalities. Members of the forcibly eradicate coca in the 
area despite the fact that rural farmers had stated they were willing to substitute their crops. By doing 
so, the local organizations are stating that these actions are leading to displacement. Upon hearing the 
complaints of the community, the army stated that they would not halt eradications until the FARC had 
were fully demobilized.    

Paramilitaries Intimidating Civilians (Chocó) 

On February 7, Justicia y Paz alerted that the Gaitanista Self-Defense Forces (AGC) paramilitaries were 
utilizing child soldiers in the Bijao community of Cacarica. The armed group explicitly forbade residents 
from taking their photographs and complaining to the authorities. On February 13, the AGC held a 
birthday celebration for one of their commanders where they invited the entire community. However, 
most declined the invitation. Prior to this the AGC entered the Nueva Esperanza Humanitarian Zone 
where they harassed the locals and attempted to identify eight community leaders. The men stated they 
were looking for these persons in order to kill them. Justicia y Paz notes that the increased military 
activity in the Chocó ordered by the government is not addressing the protection crisis faced by these 
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communities. In turn, the security situation is turning into a humanitarian crisis for civilians in the area 
who are living in fear.    

Wounaan Indigenous Families Displaced (Buenaventura) 

On February 12, ninety-three indigenous persons (including 65 children) were displaced from the 
Woaunaan Nonam Humanitarian Space. This community had initially fled to Buenaventura where they 
endured horrendous living conditions without access to food, potable water, or sufficient ventilation. As 
reported by WOLA, the Wounaan have faced the possibility of displacement due to increased presence 
of paramilitary groups in the lower Calima River.   

Ecopetrol Stigmatizes Trade Unionists  

According to the Oil Workers Union (USO) Ecopetrol recently made problematic public allegations 
against their unions. On February 10, the company called for the resignation of Wilmer Hernández 
Cedrón, the Secretary of Education for the USO board, from his position at Ecopetrol. Edwin Palma, Vice-
President, states that such actions form part of the systematic effort by the company to discredit the 
union.   

We look forward to your actions on these important matters. For further information please contact 
Gimena Sanchez, Senior Associate for the Andes, Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA) at 202-
797-2171 or gsanchez@wola.org 

February 16, 2017 

 

https://www.wola.org/analysis/voices-resistance-along-colombias-lower-san-juan-calima-rivers/
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Dear All, 

Today we write to ask that you intervene in the following human rights situations: 

Indigenous Leader Murdered (Tolima) 
 
On November 30, indigenous leader Diomedes Perdomo was murdered, according to the 
Traditional Indigenous Authorities of Colombia (indigenous grouping that forms part of the 
Ethnic Commission)
community, but the perpetrator is still unidentified. The Traditional Indigenous Authorities 
condemn the attack and call for other social organizations to be vigilant about their safety. 
 
Two Indigenous Women Killed (Cauca) 
 
On November 29, the National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC) reported the 
murder of two women in the Puracé Indigenous Community. The ONIC report that Marly 
Yuliet Gómez and Shirley Dayana Lozada Ramirez were murdered by unidentified armed 
actors and their bodies later found in the sacred Andulbio Lake.  
 
Community Leader is Murdered (Huila) 
 
The Peace Program of the Center for Investigation and Popular Education (CINEP) reports 
that Marcelina Canacue was assassinated on November 25. She was a Patriotic March 
leader and member of the Joint Communal Action Committee in Palermo municipality 
(Huila). On December 2, CINEP issued a statement denouncing her death and expressing 
their deep concern for the recent wave of attacks against social leaders. According to their 
estimates, the third semester of this year their rights violations database has registered 18 
homicides and 37 death threats against social leaders.   
 
Assassination Attempt against Human Rights Defender (Santander) 
 
A  confirms that on October 30, human rights 
defender Olga Lucia Rodriguez suffered an assassination attempt at the hands of alleged 
paramilitaries in Bucaramanga. Ms. Rodriguez works with displaced communities in 
Santander. Her husband, Carlos Andres Ortiz, was impacted by a bullet when trying to 
shield Ms. Rodriguez from getting hurt. He is now in the Santander University Hospital. 
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Attempt to Kill Land Restitution Leader (Sucre) 
 
On November 17, Argemiro Lara, a land restitution leader and peace activist in Sucre 
survived an assassination attempt. According to sources, Mr. Lara saw a man aim a gun at 
him from a motorcycle upon leaving a meeting in Sincelejo. His security escort reacted and 
shot first, killing the man who was targeting to kill Mr. Lara. Mr. Lara works as a land rights 
activist for the La Europa case, and, a member of the Permanent Committee for the 
Defense of Human Rights (CPDH) and the Movement of Victims of State Crimes 
(MOVICE). Mr. Lara has received several death threats in the past. 
 
Attempted Murder of Trade Unionist (Valle del Cauca) 
 
On November 29, Jose Roosvelt Lugo, president of the EMCALI trade union, suffered an 
assassination attempt. Mr. Lugo was on his way home in Cali, when his vehicle was 
surrounded by armed men on a motorcycle who attempted to shoot him. Fortunately, Mr. 

motorcycle on the road as they escaped. 
 

Activist Suffers Murder Attempt (Atlantico) 
 
On November 26, Martha Elena Diaz from MOVICE suffered a murder attempt. Several 
shots were fired at the armored car that was assigned to her by the National Protection 
Unit (UNP) outside of her home. Ms. Diaz luckily escaped unharmed. This incident appears 
to be linked to the fact that arrest warrants were issued against 17 soldiers involved in the 

to this incident.  
 
Disappearance of Taita Lucho, Kofan Indigenous Authority (Putumayo)  
 
Since November 24, the Curaca Luis Antonio Criollo Queta), 
Kofan Traditional Authority of the Kofan Indigenous Reservation of Santa Rosa del 
Guamuéz (Putumayo) has gone missing. On that day, he arrived in the town of Samaniego, 
Department of Nariño and called one of his daughters, first at 4:00 in the afternoon and 
then at 6:00 in the afternoon. The Curaca always communicates with his wife or daughters 
when he is traveling, which is frequent because his services as a traditional indigenous 
doctor are known and appreciated. When he spoke to his daughter on Thursday the 24th, 
the Curaca informed her that the following day, he would go to the farm where he had 
been called to attend to a sick person. He said he would call her that day, Friday, November 
25, but he did not call back. 
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Since 6:00pm Thursday November 24, there has been no communication from the Curaca 
to his family, which is highly unusual. According to the wife of the Curaca, the Curaca 
would take a car from Samaniego, Nariño, for two hours to a settlement (perhaps with the 
name of La Punta) and from there they would take the trail for two or three hours until 
arriving at the farm. The person who would take him was an acquaintance of the Curaca 
with the name of Segundo. At the moment, there is no further information about this 
person or his whereabouts.  
 
Paramilitary Aggression in Indigenous Community (Valle del Cauca) 
 
On November 19, the Regional Indigenous Organization of Valle del Cauca (ORIVAC) 
reported an attack against the Wounaan indigenous people in the Agua Clara Reservation. 
Indigenous leader Rolan Ismares was arriving by boat at the Reservation when shots were 
fired from a motorboat that had been following him. Mr. Ismares threw himself to the river 
for safety, which allowed the men to steal his boat. They later realized that a member of 
the indigenous community had been kidnapped and forced to show the delinquents the 
way to the Reservation, in exchange for his life. This is not the first time the Reservation is 
targeted, and facing the lack of protective response from the government they demand 
immediate respect to their territories, protection, and the guarantee of their human and 
territorial rights. 
 
Displacement of Indigenous Community (Guajira) 
 
On November 16, the Human Rights Commission of Indigenous Peoples (CDDHHPI) 
reported the arrival of public forces to the Jarin-jiamana Wayuu indigenous community. 
According to the CDDHH -riot police (ESMAD), a police 
inspector, a municipal official, and a representative of the Colombian Family Welfare 
Institute (ICBF), displaced the community, claiming the territory is not an indigenous 
reservation. ESMAD reportedly beat, threatened, and tear-gassed indigenous persons, 
destroyed their homes, killed livestock, and desecrated their ancestral cemetery. According 
to CDDHHPI, 74 people, 50 children, and 7 pregnant women were severely affected. 
 
Forced Recruitment of Youths by Paramilitaries (Chocó) 
 
On November 15, the Inter-Ecclesial Justice and Peace Commission (Justicia y Paz) 
reported that an 18 year-old (who wishes to remain anonymous) was approached by 
armed paramilitaries, who allegedly offered him 226 USD to join their ranks. The Gaitanista 
Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AGC) paramilitary group is increasing their recruitment 
of youth in the Chocó. Justicia y Paz reports that the AGC is harassing youth in the park 
and parking lots, and at times even following them to their homes. Some of the youth have 
had to flee the area due to fear and to avoid recruitment.  
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Paramilitaries Threaten and Harass Peace Community (Antioquia) 
 
On December 1, the San Jose de Apartadó Peace Community reported that heavily armed 
men on a motorcycle who self-identified themselves as paramilitaries approached two of 
their members. They proceeded to harass these persons by calling them guerrillas, 
searched them, and stealing their money (they were carrying funds intended to pay 
farmers in their community). The paramilitaries said 

any of this. After this, Edwin Arteaga went to the police station to denounce the theft of 
his car keys by the paramilitaries, but the police allegedly detained him and threatened him 
with six years of prison. 
 
Paramilitaries Issue Widespread Threat (Caquetá) 
 
On December 1, the paramilitary group United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC) 
issued a widespread death threat. On a pamphlet they warned that 
FARC guerrilla would be targeted. Also they announced that they had come to the area in 
order to operations in San Vicente, Puerto Lozada, and the 
department of Meta.  
 
Paramilitary Presence in Indigenous Community (Cauca) 
 
On December 1, the Indigenous Authorities of the Lopez Adentro Reservation reported 
the presence of ten paramilitaries carrying long-range weapons in their territory. The 
paramilitaries were going door to door in search of a number of community members. 
They proceeded to allegedly shoot at a minor.  
 
Aggressions against Indigenous Authorities (Cauca) 
 
On November 22, the Association of Indigenous Chapters of Northern Cauca (ACIN) 
reported aggressions against its members by the National Police. Three men in casual 
clothing entered the indigenous reservation of Huellas, Caloto, in a tinted car. The car was 
stopped and the men initially refused to identify themselves, but then revealed they were 
members of the police. ACIN noted they were heavily armed and carried radios. ACIN is 
worried about the safety threats this event poses, and concerned at the fact that the 
vehicle used by the supposed police officers could have been present in nearby areas 
where murders and attacks have occurred. 
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ELN Guerrillas Continue Intimidating Indigenous Community (Nariño) 
 
On November 29, the Awá People Indigenous Unit (UNIPA) issued a statement in which 
they describe that despite the signing of the peace accord with the FARC, they are still 
facing the effects of war at the hands of the ELN guerrillas. According to UNIPA, ELN 
presence has increased in the Pipalta Palví Yaguapí Reservation, where it has planted its 
flag and forcibly recruited minors to their ranks. A few weeks ago, the ELN allegedly 
threatened the Awá people in Barbacoas. On November 20, approximately 50 armed men 
entered the Reservation, according to UNIPA. People allegedly heard gunshots. Before the 
armed men left, they told the community they would return and left an explosive device on 
a Reservation road. There were no casualties.  
 
Senatorial Advisor and Trade Unionists Receive Death Threats (Cundinamarca) 
 
On November 18, death threats were issued against Juan David Gómez Martínez, special 
advisor to Senator Alexander López Maya; Daniel Marín, Sintracihobi lawyer; and Andrés 
León, Sintracihobi judicial advisor. Sintracihobi is the child-care workers union in Colombia. 
Representatives of this union and Senator Lopez Maya visited the Washington, DC in 
August 2016. The three persons listed on the threat are all working for the protection and 
recognition of the human and labor rights of 120,000 Community Mothers (child-care 
workers) in Colombia. Mr. Gómez received a text message at 5:30pm, saying if he 

received a different text to his own cellphone. Mr. León received an intimidating phone call 
saying the sa
are not going to let you steal the women with your union, you SOB rat. If we have to 
disappear you and chop you, you and your friends are warned. No more, we warn you that 
you are  
 
Stigmatization and Paramilitaries   
 

that delinquent groups dressed in black were operating in San Vicente del Caguan. While 
this is not new information, local residents who had previously raised the alarm of these 

Coordination of Social, Environmental and Campesino Organizations of Caquetá 
(COORDOSAC) and the Negotiating Working Table of Illicit Crops in the Municipality of 
Fragua call upon international verification mechanisms to act in order to guarantee 
effective implementation of accord number 4 on illicit crops. Currently, social leaders are 
being murdered, threatened, intimidated and stigmatized and falsely accused of being part 
of the guerilla organizations. Public authorities who engage in such stigmatization should 
be reprimanded by the national government.  



6 
 

 
Afro-Colombian Organization Issues Report on Violence against Women 
  
On November 25, the National Conference of Afro-Colombian Organizations (CNOA) 
issued a statement in response to the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women. Afro-Colombian women are more prone to all types of violence, 
instigated by their sex, race, social class, territory, disability, and sexual orientation. CNOA 
reports 588 violent deaths of women occurred between July and October 2016, 46 of 
which were against Afro-Colombian women (32%). CNOA demands the implementation of 
concrete action against these attacks, and overall respect for the life of Afro-Colombian 
women. CNOA forms part of the Afro-Colombian Peace Council (CONPA). 
 
Departmental Organizations Issue Declaration on Violence against Women (Chocó) 
 

s organizations that form part of the Inter-Ethnic Forum 
Solidaridad Chocó (FISCH) raised the alarm over continued violence against women in their 
department. While violence and discrimination against women persists, they note that the 
authorities do not act to sanction the perpetrators. The women worst affected by gender 
violence and obstacles to employment in their department are rural women. They are 
extremely worried about the fact that other illegal armed groups and criminals are entering 
the territories that the FARC guerillas have left in order to move to the points where they 
will lay down their arms. Concurrently, they are concerned that the State institutions in the 
area are too weak to confront the threats that these groups pose against women. At the 
same time, the increased conflict and violence between armed groups in Quibdó city is 
leading to murders and generalized fear of the civilian population. The organizations value 
the fact that the final peace accord includes a gender focus. They urge that the Colombian 

ions are participant in the 
implementation of the accords and that the gender focus remains a priority. FISCH forms 
part of the Afro-Colombian Peace Council (CONPA).   
 
Indigenous People Denounce Human Rights Violations and Threats (La Guajira)  
 
On December 1, the ONIC issued a statement on behalf of the Wayúu people of Manaure 
(La Guajira). 80 indigenous travelled to Bogotá to denounce alleged human rights violations 
by the private company Big Group Salinas, and threats by paramilitaries. The statement 
quoted a member of the community saying Big Group Salinas is violating human rights and 

threats against the community. ONIC (organization that forms part of the Ethnic 
Commission) demands that Colombian authorities immediately address this situation.  
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Indigenous Community Denounces Human Rights Violations (Putumayo)  
 
On November 21, the Indigenous Authorities of the Siona People in Buenavista traveled to 
Bogotá to denounce human rights violations and threats created by the onset of seismic 
activities by the Amerisur Exploration Company, and the lack of response by the 
government. In several meetings with different state actors, they demanded concrete 
action and protection measures to defend the rights of Siona indigenous, and protect their 
sacred territory. The Ombudsman promised to complete a detailed investigation of human 
rights violations, the Ministry of Interior agreed to implement safeguard measures in the 
Buenavista Reservation, the Presidential Council for Human Rights agreed to create a 
detailed report, and the National Protection Unit started risk evaluations for the collective 
Siona People to provide protection.  
 
Human Rights Organization Requests Protection Measures (Norte de Santander) 
 

protection measures to be granted to the organization. The request is based on the human 
rights defense work the Foundation does alongside other organizations, and the threats 
they have suffered recently. They have specifically been intimidated for organizing a 
Citizens for Peace Roundtable in 12 territories of the Norte de Santander department. The 
foundation claims its members and leaders are often well-known and could be easily 
targeted. They ask the Colombian government to guarantee their freedom of expression 
and assembly, and to protect their human rights.  
 
New Report Outlines Violence Trends against Trade Unions in Colombia 
 
On November 28, the Nationa

trade unionists in Colombia between 2010 and 2015. Overall violence rates have 
decreased, but there is 
have been 186 homicides, 101 assassination attempts, 22 forced disappearances, 2,093 
threats, 293 aggressions, 191 forced displacement, and 89 arbitrary detentions. Impunity 
rates have barely decreased, from 98% impunity in 2010 to 95% impunity in 2015. 78% of 
attacks were against unions in four sectors of the economy: education, agriculture, hunting 
and fishing, mining, and personal and communal services. The Colombian departments with 
most attacks were Antioquia, Valle, and Santander. 712 attacks were against women 
unionists. Based on the perpetrators that have been identified, paramilitaries continue to 
be the primary victimizers, followed by state bodies. 
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Aggression against Union Leader (Bolívar) 
 
On November 27, SINTRABIOFILM (the trade union for Biofilm S.A. company workers) 
reported an aggression against their president, Walberto Villareal. The bus where Mr. 
Villareal and other workers were traveling was attacked by unidentified subjects throwing 
rocks. SINTRABIOFILM denounces this event as it is not the first time its members have 
been attacked or threatened. SINTRABIOFILM demands adjusted protection for this bus 
route, given that it transports workers late at night, and some workers have reportedly 
been attacked right after being dropped off. 
 

 
 
On November 21, SINTRABIOFILM, the union for Biofilm S.A. workers, denounced the 

switching of Daniel Tercero Polo Lidueñas work hours. Mr. Polo has been 
threatened by the Rastrojo paramilitaries because of his work as a union leader, and was 
put on a normal 8-5 schedule for safety reasons. The National Protection Unit, WOLA, 
and the national police have been effective in providing protective measures. The shift has 
been switched back, meaning he would have to roam about the city past midnight in 

and safety, and is concerned at the rate of violence against human rights defenders and 
 

 
 

 
On November 14, SINTRABIOFILM denounced Biofilm S.A. for violating the rights of two 
workers who are sick and require special working conditions. Hernando Rodgers and Jose 
Weimer Lopez have both been identified as having lost working capacity and require 
relocation. However, Mr. Rodgers has been assigned a position that could limit or worsen 
his physical condition. Mr. Weimar has been relegated to the cafeteria, despite a ruling in 
favor of his relocation. SINTARBIOFILM underscores that the company-assigned medic, 
Dr. Guillermo Vasquez, who has made no effor  
 
Labor Conflict Has Continued for Over 7 Years (Valle del Cauca) 
 
On November 15, SINTRALLOREDA (union representing workers of the Lloreda 
Company) released a statement in which they reiterate that their grievances against 
Lloreda have not been attended despite 7 years of ongoing petitions. The company has 
allegedly made individual pacts with workers for benefits and raises, but has excluded 
unionists altogether. The company has done its best to delay any action in response to 
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Afro-Colombian Women Issue Public Declaration (Cauca) 
 
The First National and International Encounter of Black Women Carers of Life and 
Ancestral Territories met on November 20 in the rural settlement of Quinamayó. They 
issued a declaration reaffirming their commitment to defending ethnic rights to identity, 
territory, autonomy, participation, and free assembly. They further reject illegal and 
unconstitutional mining, and the invasion of multinational companies in ethnic territories, 
which they claim have brought violence, delinquency, and sexual abuse. 
 
Communities Demand Resettlement from Companies (Cesar) 
 
On November 28, CoMundo and the Thought and Social Action (PAS) accompaniment 
organizations issued a statement outlining the situation of the El Hatillo community. 190 
families located in La Loma settlement in Cesar have not been granted resettlement by the 
mining companies Prodeco-Glencore, Drummond, and Colombian National Resources 
(CNR) despite a court order issued in 2010. The statement says that despite four and a half 
years of negotiations and discussions between the community and the companies, the 
process has still not advanced, and the community is facing grave risk and uncertainty. On 
November 11 the community submitted a claim against the mining companies, citing the 
rights to health, dignified life, and dignified shelter, territory, and food supplies. They 
demand immediate attention for senior citizens, the conclusion of the Resettlement Action 
Plan (PAR) within a month, and the suspension of mining activities until resettlement is 
effectuated.  
 
Displaced Communities Demand Change (Valle del Cauca) 
 
On November 21, the Association for Investigation and Social Action (Nomadesc) reported 
a meeting took place regarding the Plan Jarillón. In the meeting, communities in the city of 
Cali who were displaced by orders by Maurice Armitage (the Mayor of Cali) demanded the 

Nomadesc, government representatives at the meeting avoided answering to the claims of 
the community members of systemic human rights violations during the forced 
displacements. They allegedly further refused to carry investigations of irregularities 
committed by the Plan Jarillón management, the city council, and the public force. 
 
Avianca Unionists Continue to Experience Labor Violations  
 
The Association of Civilian Aviators of Colombia (ACDAC) and Association of Flight 
Auxiliaries of Colombia (ACAV) report that Avianca Company continues to repress the 
formation of trade unions and to weaken the right to collective bargaining. The 
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individual worker agreements with the company and not collective agreements negotiated 
with unions) on the part of the company is leading to the disappearance of collective 
bargaining agreements made with the unions. Workers who leave the unions and agree to 

weakening of the collective bargaining agreements in turn is leading to a worsening of 

won the legal suits T-069 of 2015 and T-489 of 2014 that order Avianca to rectify this 
situation and uphold collective bargaining agreements, the company continues to avoid 
doing so. This is, in spite of the International Labour Organization, issuing subsequent 

collective bargaining agreements.  
 
This climate, in addition to weakening labor rights for workers, poses a security risk for all 
who board these planes. According to these unions, pilots are not given autonomy in 
determining how much fuel is needed for their planes and they are under pressure to cut 
fuel use. Furthermore, pilots and others are forced to operate the planes while ill or 
insufficiently rested or they risk losing their jobs As such, this could lead to more accidents 
like the one that recently occurred when a plane carrying a Brazilian soccer team crashed 
near Medellin, Colombia leading to 76 deaths.     
 
Unionists Reject Taxation Proposals (Cundinamarca) 
 
On November 23, Sintraseguridadsocial (union representing workers in the social services 
sector) expressed their concerns over the impact the proposed tax and fiscal reforms 
would have on pensions. According to a report done by this union, this reform would 

r  
 
Colombian Government Outlines Prior Consultation Law 
 
On November 11, La Silla Vacía, a Colombian news outlet, published an article outlining the 
main points of the law. The law is important because it entails consulting Indigenous, Afro-
Colombians, palenqueros, raizales, and rom communities, if they agree with the realization 
of large projects in their territories. According to La Silla Vacía, the government is 
suggesting the creation of an agency specifically for prior consultation, imposing time limits 
and stricter attendance rules for the consultations to take place, increasing indigenous 
representation, having a single consultation with all the ethnic groups in the same territory 
instead of individual ones, and creating a centralized registry of ethnicities.  
 
Some of the more contentious points, according to the article, are the idea that some 
government mechanisms whereby they could avoid prior consultations will remain 
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protected, and that ethnic communities are not allowed to veto projects, even when the 
Constitution allows it. It is highly important that U.S. authorities solicit the opinion of the 
indigenous and afrocolombian members of the Ethnic Commission concerning this law and 
guarantee that their recommendations are taken into account by the Colombian 
government.  
 
New Evidence in Wrongfully Convicted Afro-Colombian Asylee from DC Case Proves No 
Wrongdoing 
 
In April 2012, Humberto Garces Lenis, returned to Colombia to visit family in Cali. Upon 
arrival in Bogota, he was wrongfully imprisoned and convicted of a crime. Mr. Garces fled to 
the U.S. after surviving an assassination attempt that lead to his father, a trade unionist in 

a 
community activist with the Manuel Zapata Olivella Center at Wesley United Methodist 
Church. He spent one year in a hospital recovering from the impact of five bullets. He fled 
because as a witness to the murder his life was in danger. The crime of fraud that Mr. 
Garces was charged with took place while Mr. Garces was living in the U.S. On November 
18, crime experts proved that the fingerprints and signatures that resulted in the fraud 
charges are not Mr. Garces. As such, Mr. Garces should be cleared from any wrong doing 
and travel papers issued for his return to the U.S. Currently, Mr. Garces is separated from 
his 3 and a half year old son that lives in the U.S. 
 
Trade Union Ends Nationwide Hunger Strike 
 
On November 25, SINALTRAINAL, (union representing workers in the production of 
beverages), ended their nationwide hunger strike. The strike had begun on November 21 in 
several Coca Cola factories throughout the country as a means to protest violation of 

ith the Coca Cola Company and 
revoked the recent fires of Alvaro Navarro, Alexander Rincon, Juan Manuel Concha, and 
Javier Correa. Coca Cola also agreed to pay outstanding salaries and made a commitment 
to not undertake reprisals against SINALTRAINAL members. Finally, they agreed to hold a 
series of meetings with SINALTRAINAL to address and resolve issues of contention. 
SINALTRAINAL reiterates the importance of staying informed and aware, as similar 
agreements have often been disregarded. 
 
Trade Union Reaches Agreement with Company (Valle del Cauca) 
 
On November 29, SINTRAEMSDES (trade union representing workers of the 
telecommunications company TIGO-UNE) reported an end to a 22-day long hunger strike 
after a meeting with TIGO, the Ministry of Labor, and the national president of TIGO. The 
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agreements include non-retaliation, ending employer substitution, and implementing a 
consultation table starting on December 6 to discuss further grievances.   
 
We ask that you please take action in the above cases. For further information, please 
contact us at gsanchez@wola.org or (202) 797-2171. 
 
December 2, 2016 
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Dear All,  
 
Today we write to ask that you intervene in the following human rights situations: 
 
Another Afro-Colombian Social Leader Murdered in Buenaventura (Valle del Cauca) 
  
On March 19, Justicia y Paz denounced the murder of Afro-Colombian leader Adrian Quintero 
by the paramilitary group the Urabeños in Buenaventura. Mr. Quintero was a member of 
CONAFRO, an Afro-Colombian platform for several organizations working for the rights of the 
community. Mr. Quintero’s death follows the March 15 murder of another CONAFRO member, 
Orlando Olave. According to El Tiempo, Mr. Olave recently returned from Chile where he had 
fled to due to threats received in 2013. Justicia y Paz also notes that 5 other CONAFRO 
members are also facing threats from the Urabeños.  
 
‘Black Eagles” Paramilitaries Threaten Indigenous, Afro-Colombians and other Social Leaders 
in Cauca 
 
On March 28, “Black Eagles” paramilitaries issued a death threat against various social groups 
including reporters, professors, social activists, members of leftist organizations, Afro-
Colombian and indigenous groupings in Cauca. Among the threatened are various groups with 
him WOLA works with including the Afro-Colombian community council grouping in Guapi of 
COCOCAUCA, the Ruta Pacifica de las Mujeres and the regional indigenous grouping of ACIN. 
The threat states that all who are associated with the Marcha Patriotica are declared to be 
military objectives. This is extremely worrisome given that at least 100 members of this 
grouping were assassinated in recent times. Journalists are accused of being clandestine 
“Castrochavistas” who are “betraying the country by being at the disposal of Santos who 
through the peace process is handing over the country to narco-terrorism.” The threat includes 
these organizations, individuals and their family members. All are told to leave Cauca in a week; 
otherwise, they “will be killed like rats.”   
 
Paramilitaries Present in the Peace Community of San Jose de Apartadó (Antioquia) 
 
On March 27, the peace community of San Jose de Apartadó denounced the presence of the 
Gaitanista Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AGC) paramilitaries who are threatening locals in 
their area. On March 20, an estimated 50 armed men arrived in this community and notified 
residents that they plan to remain in the area indefinitely. The group has since issued threats 
against locals and forcibly housed themselves in civilians’ homes. The paramilitaries’ presence 



 

in the area has prompted armed confrontations with the FARC guerillas on March 21, 23, and 
26. During these confrontations, the paramilitary shielded themselves in locals’ homes placing 
civilians at risk of harm.  
 
Paramilitaries Intimidate and Attack Family Members of Victims Advocate (Magdalena 
Medio) 
 
On March 21, unknown men believed to be paramilitaries fire five shots into Guzman Jose 
Acosta Sevilla, the partner of victims advocate Marena Basquez of the Association of Victims of 
State Crimes (ASORVIMM) in the Cienaga Magdalena municipality. Mr. Sevilla later died of 
gunshot wounds at a nearby hospital. Ms. Basquez is a victim of forced displacement in 2002 
who since 2006 has unconditionally worked to seek justice for the rights of victims in 
Barrancabermeja. On March 20, Ms. Basquez’s daughter was intercepted by paramilitaries on 
her way home who called her “SOB frog (informant for Colombian slang)”. Unknown men were 
also intimidating Ms. Basquez by throwing construction items at her home at this same time.    
 
Paramilitaries Threaten and Intimidate Civilians in El Tambo (Cauca) 
 
On March 18, the National Victims Movement of State Crimes (MOVICE) in Cauca reported that 
paramilitaries who self-identify as the “AUC” are generating security and other problems for 
the residents of El Tambo, Cauca. On October 23, 2015, the Association of Campesinos- ANUC- 
issued an alert stating that paramilitaries were operating in several areas in El Tambo 
municipality. These men were tagging several areas with the graffiti “AUC.” This has generated 
panic in a community that from 1999-2005 was subjected to murders, displacements, 
disappearances and other crimes at the hands of the AUC paramilitaries. On February 24, 2016 
a member of the ANUC was warned that paramilitaries were planning to assassinate ANUC 
members. This threat comes at a time when at least three social leaders were attacked with 
two dying in recent weeks in this area (rural farmer leader, Maricel Tombe of CAN killed on 
February 29; Indigenous Governor Yanacona Alexander Oime Alarcon murdered on March 1; 
and Indigenous Governor Nini Johana Daza suffering an assassination attempt on March 1).  
 
ACIN Denounces Death of Police Officer (Northern Cauca)  
 
On March 25, the authorities of the Northern Cauca Indigenous Cabildo (ACIN) reported that a 
police officer named Hugo Efren Pacheco was killed when Colombia’s anti-riot police (ESMAD) 
came to their peaceful demonstration. ACIN is currently conducting an internal review of the 
events that led to the officer’s death. ACIN is concerned that their peaceful demonstrations in 
favor of indigenous territorial rights in La Emperatriz ranch is often met with violent 
confrontation on the part of the ESMAD.  
 
Threats and Murders Increase in Sabana de Torres (Santander) 
 



 

On March 10, the Agrarian Association of Santander (ASOGRAS) reported that paramilitaries are 
issued death threats and murdering persons in the municipality of Sabana de Torres, Santander. 
In the first two weeks of March, four people were murdered, including two adolescents. This is 
an alarming increase given that in 2015 only three selective murders took place. The 
municipality is now on high security alert due to threats circulated on March 6 that warns of 
“social cleansing” by a group named “Black Hand.” ASOGRAS notes that similar threats were 
circulated in December 2014 when 22 social, political, and victims’ rights leaders were targeted.  
 
U’wa Community Defends Their Sacred Territory, Receive Death Threat  
 
On March 22, the U´wa indigenous group made public their demands to the Colombian 
government concerning the preservation of their sacred lands and territories. According to the 
U’wa, some indigenous sacred lands such as the snow-capped mountains of Zizuma (El Cocuy) 
have suffered from deterioration due to tourism and other economic activities. Through the 
High Council of the Association of Traditional U´wa Authorities and Councils (ASOU´WA), a 
public entity that represents the 17 U´wa communities, the indigenous group rejected the 
deterioration of their sacred lands and through collective actions, they will try to claim and 
defend their historic patrimonial rights since these interventions are causing the physical and 
cultural disappearance of this community. On March 28, Amazon Watch reported that the U’wa 
received a death threat in the form of a photo of a sheep dressed up in military attire and 
carrying an assault rifle. This photo threat forms part of a larger campaign to intimidate the 
U’wa as they carry on their protest.   
 
Recommendations for the Search of Disappeared Delivered to Peace Negotiating Teams in 
Havana  
 
On March 15, the Committee on Forced Disappearances of the Colombia-Europe-U.S. 
Coordination (CCEEU), an independent working group made up of more than 90 human rights 
organizations, handed the negotiating teams in Havana more than 200 recommendations on 
how best to effectively search for, locate, and identify the disappeared. These 
recommendations were developed by the Committee after the parties announced on October 
2015 that a special unit will be formed after the accords are signed to address the conflicts’ 
disappeared. Among the recommendations, the Committee proposes restructuring and 
strengthening search tools, as well as forming a participatory structure that guarantees that the 
search for disappeared persons falls within victims’ rights to truth.  
 
Port Workers Union Denounce Lack of Work Formalization (Buenaventura)   
 
On March 23, the Port Workers Union of Colombia expressed concern over the high levels of 
work informality and sub-contracting that union workers continue to face in Buenaventura. 
Despite repeated negotiations with the CIAMSA, Zelsa, and Tecsa companies, workers continue 
to experience poor working conditions. Labor instability remains the norm. Most workers, most 



 

of whom are afrodescendants, are not even paid the minimum wage or granted work contracts. 
The Port Labor Union notes that despite the US-Colombia Labor Action Plan, some of the 
largest port operators continue to utilize third party companies to avoid meeting labor code 
requirements. The union is requesting that the Ombudsman’s office serves as a guarantor in 
the development of a common agenda that improves this situation. The union is asking for the 
government to increase the number of labor inspectors operating in the port, that severance 
pay is guaranteed and that workers receive at least the minimum wage. Further, they are asking 
for the Ombudsman’s office to intervene in racial discrimination and other legal processes 
presented by them in Buenaventura, Santa Marta, Cartagena and Turbo ports    
 
SINTRABIOFILM Union Continues to Await Resolution of Labor Dispute  
 
On March 22, SINTRABIOFILM, the workers union of BIOFILM S.A, requested that the Minister 
of Labor intervene in a labor dispute that has lasted for more than four years. According to the 
union, a labor hearing has already been set, but the company refuses to move forward with the 
process. In the last four years, SINTRABIOFILM has reported poor working conditions and anti-
union actions by BIOFILM S.A. that ultimately led to a legal action by the labor union.  
 
WOLA asks U.S. policymakers to encourage the Colombian authorities to investigate and bring 
to justice the perpetrators of the killings, intimidation and death threats mentioned above, as 
well as to take action concerning the indigenous and labor cases. The parties of the Colombian 
conflict dialoguing in Havana should integrate the recommendations made by the Committee 
on Forced Disappearances when establishing mechanisms for implementation of the 
disappeared agreement.  
 
We thank you in advance for taking action. Please contact us at gsanchez@wola.org or (202) 
797-2171 for further information.  
 
 
March 29, 2016 
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Dear All, 

 

Today we write you to ask that you intervene in the following human rights situations:  

 

New Somos Defensores Report Shows Increase in Attacks on Human Rights Defenders  

 

On March 2, Somos Defensores presented its latest report that reveals a 9 percent increase in 

attacks on human rights defenders in 2015 compared to 2014. Out of the 682 reported cases, 

63 murders (a 13 percent increase from 2014 ), 539 were threats (a 10 percent increase from 

2014), 35 attacks, 26 arbitrary detentions, 8 cases of arbitrary use of the judicial system , 8 

cases of information theft and 3 disappearances. The report also notes that during President 

Juan Manuel Santos’ first 5 years as president, 2,444 defenders were attacked (1,687 were 

threatened, and another 346 killed).  

 

Veeduria Social Rejects the Killing of Five Social Leaders in First Week of March 

 

Veeduria Social which is made up of various organizations independently monitoring the 

activities of combatants (Frente Amplio por la Paz, DiPaz, CPDH, Mennonite Church and others), 

condemned the fact that five social leaders were assassinated in just one week in March. Many 

of those target formed part of civil society, community groups or leftist organizations. The 

murdered include: Maricela Tombé (Asociación Campesina Ambiental de Playarica Tambo -

ASCAP-, CNA—more information below), Nando Pérez (líder de restitución de tierras en 

Palmitos, Sucre), Willar Alexander Oime Alarcón (Gobernador Indígena del Resguardo Río 

Blanco de Sotará—more information on him below), Klaus Zapata (Juventud Comunista-Suacha-

MAPA)  and William Castillo (AHERAMIGUA—more information on him below). According to 

this group, at least 12 social activists, human rights defenders, Afro-Colombians, indigenous and 

rural farmer leaders were murdered since the beginning of 2016. The group notes that a large 

number of killings have taken place within the context of “social cleansing” operations carried 

out by paramilitary groups in Putumayo (9 killed), Cauca (45 killed), Cordoba (9 killed), Choco (5 

killed) and Arauca (2 killed). The increased attacks against social leaders and “cleansing” 

operations by paramilitary groups is cause for concern given the advances towards signing the 

peace accord.    



 

 

Human Rights Defender Killed and another Threatened in Antioquia  

 

On March 7, the NGO Coordination Colombia-Europe-U.S. (CCEEU) reported that human rights 

defender, William Castillo Chima, was murdered in Puerto Claver, Antioquia. Minutes before his 

death, Mr. Castillo attended a meeting concerning the regional development plan. Mr. Chima 

was the founder of the environmental and agricultural organization AHERAMIGUA. In previous 

months, he received several threats by Clan Úsuga, a paramilitary organization. CCEEU also 

condemned death threats received by Maria Dania Arrieta Perez of AHERAMIGUA. Ms. Perez 

received death threats after the January 10 incursion of paramilitaries into Puerto Claver. 

Shortly following the incursion three persons were disappeared and later found dead. At the 

same time, combat operations between the military and ELN guerillas during the paramilitary 

presence led to the displacement of 193 families.  

 

Murders, Threats and Attacks against Leaders Increase in Cauca 

 

On March 3, the Regional Indigenous Council of Cauca (CRIC), NOMADESC, SINTRAUNICOL and 

other groups issued an S.O.S. concerning the security situation for defenders in Cauca. On 

March 2, in the middle of Popayan’s historic center, Willar Alexander Oime Alarcón, indigenous 

leader of the territory of Rio Blanco Sotará, was killed. This murder was initially reported as a 

robbery despite the fact that none of his belongings were taken. The groups believe that Mr. 

Oime Alarcón’s assassination is linked to his legal defense of indigenous territories. On March 1, 

Nini Johana Daza of the indigenous reserve La Concepcion was attacked while traveling home in 

El Llanito, Santander de Quilichao. A few days prior, unknown persons killed Maricela Tombé, 

the former president of the Rural Environmental Association of Playa Rica right outside the 

indigenous reservation. Also on that date, two armed men stopped by the home of another 

indigenous leader, Eider Flor, who heads the indigenous reserve el Cerro in Suarez municipality. 

Mr. Flor did not answer the door. However, these same armed men were spotted at a nearby 

house at midnight. Lastly, on February 26, Hanner Sebastián Corpus Ramos, member of the 

Canoas indigenous reserve, was killed near Santander de Quilichao. The groups point out that 

all of these killings and threats come in the wake of “social cleansing” threats made by the 

Urabeños paramilitary group.    

 

MOVICE Denounces Killing of Lawyer and Death Threats in Sucre 

 



 

On March 3, MOVICE Sucre condemned the murder of Nando Pérez Iriarte, a lawyer 

representing land claimants in Sucre. Mr. Pérez Iriarte was assassinated by hitmen in Los 

Palmitos municipality. Mr. Pérez Iriarte’s is emblematic of the lack of safeguards available to 

land claimants and their representatives. MOVICE is deeply concerned about the National 

Protection Unit’s decision to remove the protection scheme for victims’ leader Azahel Márquez. 

Mr. Márquez survived an attack that left him handicapped and in a wheelchair, and removing 

his protection scheme can further endanger his life.  

 

They also express concern over the recent false statements by police that link MOVICE member 

Franklin Torres to the FARC guerillas. Mr. Torres accompanies the land restitution process of 

the Nueva Esperanza community in Morroa. Members of this community were recently 

violently evicted from their homes. Ingrid Vergara, a human rights defender in Sucre associated 

with MOVICE is also facing security challenges. Ms. Vergara’s home is undergoing monitoring 

and photographing by unknown people and photographs. MOVICE reports that they received 

information that there exists a plot to assassinate Ms. Vergara. It is also concerning that during 

the recent eviction of El Esperanza community members, that the police allegedly accused Ms. 

Vergara of instigating violence.  

 

Leaders of Mapiripán Victim’s Organizations Threatened 

 

On March 10, the Jose Alvear Restrepo Lawyers Collective (CCAJAR), Judicial Corporation (CJL) 

and Humanidad Vigente reported that the Mapiripan massacre victims’ organizations of 

ASOMUDEM and MICONCAMP received death threats. According to CCAJAR, during a March 6 

event that sought to explain the efforts by victims’ organizations to guarantee comprehensive 

reparations and land restitution, unknown men tried to forcibly enter the premises. After the 

event, Lucía Méndez of ASOMUDEN was approached by a man who asked her to leave “before 

being the next one to fall.” In the past month, men on motorcycles have monitored the home 

of Ms. Méndez’s home. Other victims’ leaders including Cristina Barrantes, Juan Carlos Castro, 

Maria Cecilia Lozano and Milton Rosales, were followed and monitored repeatedly since 2016 

began.   

 

MOVICE Atlántico Denounces Threats and Harassment by Paramilitaries (Atlántico) 

 

On March 3, MOVICE Atlántico reported that activists in this region have received threats over 

the past few weeks. On February 15, pamphlets threatening union leaders, human rights 

defenders and journalists were delivered to the Committee in Solidarity with Political Prisoners 



 

(FCSPP). On March 1, a box was delivered to the same office with a dog’s head and a 

threatening pamphlet. Although police were called, MOVICE asserts that the police did not 

consider the package relevant or important.  

 

Daughter of Activist is Disappeared and Killed (Bolivar)  

 

On March 7, Sharon Marmol Tellez (14 years old) never made it to school after leaving her 

home at 5:30am in Santa Rosa, Bolivar. On March 11, her body which exhibited signs of torture 

(including her teeth bashed in and eyes gauged) and rape was found. She was the daughter of 

one of the representative leaders of the Comision for Dialogue of South Bolivar and Cesar 

(CISBCSC). The local community protested her death leading to clashes with the police. Those 

clashes led to two dead and various wounded.  

 

Members of Justicia y Paz Suffer Threats and Harassment (Bogotá)  

  

On February 26, Justicia y Paz denounced repeated threats and harassment of Danilo Rueda 

and Abilio Peña, the organizations’ co-directors during January and February. In January, Mr. 

Rueda’s house and office were monitored by suspicious men in tinted windowed cars at least 3 

times, and his car was followed by a man in a motorcycle who made threatening calls as he 

tailed the vehicle. At the same time, Mr. Peña was sued by Carlo Vigna Taglianti, the palm oil 

company Poligrow Colombia and board member for FEDEPALMA (palm oil association).  

 

38 Union Workers Fired Despite Jurisdiction Forbidding Contract Termination (Cauca)   

 

On February 25, the National Organization of Floriculture Laborers (ONOF) reported that 38 

workers of the Falcon Farms International Company of Colombia S.A located in Cajibio, Cauca 

were fired despite jurisdiction forbidding contract termination until the current labor conflict is 

resolved.  

 

According to members of the union, years of labor rights violations and recent firings reflect the 

company’s anti-union policy.  

 

Roche Community Violently Evicted (La Guajira)  

 

On February 24, Colombia’s anti-riot police (ESMAD) violently evicted the last family in the 

community of Roche. According to the London Mining Network, the family was one of several 



 

that were forced to relocate to a new location due to the Cerrejon Coal Company expansion 

project. According to the London Mining Network, promises made to these families of 

employment skills, productive projects, water and health care in the new location, none of 

these were fulfilled and it has prompted some to return to the old location. During the eviction, 

two men were injured; one suffering a broken arm and the other suffered open chest wounds 

caused by projectiles shot by ESMAD. The Municipal Court of Barrancas did not suspend the 

eviction process despite a legal petition presented by the community stating the potential 

human rights violations that could result from the eviction. 

 

Black Eagles Paramilitaries Threatened Women Peace Activists  

 

In late February, the Black Eagles paramilitary group circulated a death threat pamphlet against 

a long list of activists, many of whom are involved in defending women’s rights and inclusion og 

gender issues in the peace process. In the threat, these women are threatened with murder 

and death. Included in the list are Pilar Rueda, Mesa Autonoma de Mujeres, ILSA, Yovana Saenz, 

Yineth Bedoya, CND, Fundemur, Dundesp, Afromupaz and others.  

  

Labor Violations by Grupo Industrial Harinera del Valle and Affiliated Companies (Valle del 

Cauca)  

 

On February 23, SINTRAIMAGRA, Colombia’s union for agriculture, food, commerce, and 

textiles, reported that the Grupo Industrial Harinera del Valle is failing to adhere to labor codes 

and treaties. According to SINTRAIMAGRA, the company created a hostile work environment 

towards unions, where its proposals are not recognized, minimum wage is not paid, and 

fulfillment of previous agreements and court rulings are not realized.  

 

SINTRAPORTECSA at Risk of Disappearing Due to Company Merger (Valle del Cauca) 

 

On February 21, SINTRAPORTECSA, one of the unions representing workers in the container 

terminal in Buenaventura’s port, reported that the Tecsa Port Company and the Buenaventura 

Port will merge that could result in the union’s disappearance. SINTRAPOTECSA is involved in a 

labor dispute with Tecsa Port Company that, despite years of negotiations, has not led to any 

concrete results. According to SINTRAPORTECSA, Tecsa Port Company has disregarded labor 

codes and rulings by the Labor Ministry.  

 



 

In closing, WOLA asks that U.S. policymakers follow up with Colombian authorities on the 
security measures involving the following persons and their families: Agripina Hurtado of the 
Afro-Colombian Labor Council (CLAF), Francia Marquez of the Black Communities Process (PCN), 
Jose Nifer Diaz, William Aljure of CONPAZ, Victor Hugo Mena and Roger Mejia of the 
Association of Community Councils of Northern Cauca (ACONC), Luis Olave Valencia (RedLat) 
and politicians whose Afro-Colombian seats were usurped by non-Afro-Colombians.    
 
We thank you in advance for your attention to these important matters. 
 
Best, 
Gimena Sanchez 
Senior Associate  
 
March 14, 2016  
 
 



 

 



 



 



 

http://www.convergenciacnoa.org/images/Documentospdf/publicaciones/Rec%20mujeres%20CNOA%20ANPR%20La%20Habana.pdf


 

 



 

http://www.hchr.org.co/publico/comunicados/2015/comunicados2015.php3?cod=28&cat=98


 

http://www.hchr.org.co/migracion/media/com_acymailing/upload/comunicado_tumaco_18122015.pdf
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/node/30347
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